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O'Hagan formed The High Llamas in the early 90s, approach to electronics on the Cold And Bouncy album, 
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Every month we play 
a musician a series of 
records which they're 
asked to identify and 
comment on — with 
prior knowledge of 
what they’re about to 
hear. This month it’s 
the turn of.. . 
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After four decades of intense activity; Peter Brotzmann's spirit is undiminished; he is still the 
loudest, proudest voice in world jazz. Words: Jon C Morgan. Photography: Calbee Booth 


I demeanour Sitting with his back to the wall, surveying the clientele of this It is easy to understand Brotzmann's enthusiasm for Die Like A Dog. The group. 




































Undercurrents #10: a series of 
structs the absurdist spectacle of 


The first electronic music studios had been set up in the 
1950s, funded by foundations and corporations 







articles uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th century music. This month Christoph Cox recon- 
avant garde composers going live, taking in David TUdor, MEV and Sonic Arts Union 
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The former Grateful Dead drummer Mickey Hart is on an urgent mission: to save the 
indigenous musics of Africa, Asia and the Pacific Rim from complete annihilation. Richard 
Henderson tells the story of an ethnomusicological project with a difference 
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Hear the sound of tiny marching feet? It’s Mouse On Mars in militant mode, mobilising the 
forces of electionica against mainstream apathy Words: Rob Young. Photography: Tim Kent 



Werner talks with few full stops. Unlike Toma, who appears to have come to a full stop 


We're here partly to discuss Niun Niggung. the sixth album from Mouse On Mars. 
Their first release since they switched labels from Too Pure to Domino, the record 

"massive letdown", hearing only a surface layer of "giggles, farts and burps". But the 
album's mixture of glitterbeats, unpop hooks, the split second magnifications and 
zoorh-outs that rub your ears in the pixellated heart of tiny sounds and then hurl you 

moments are where MOM turn your perceptions inside out with the solansed, cross- 

"Distroia", and the apokalips dlsko of "Dlskdusk". The way the duo tells it, this is 
Mouse On Mars's There's A Riot Gan' On. 

■I think this record Is more like a breakdown scenario," announces Werner, "but it’s 
not apocalyptic, it's more like a labyrinth. There was more feedback from the outside 


J we thought, this music Is much less marginal. It is experimental, but it stays 


l niche system. It's going into different areas, and interfacing, tentading into 
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in brief electronica 

Reviewed by David Howell 
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REMAKE/REMODEL 


SECRET HISTORIES OF ART POP LIFE AND THE AVANTGARPE 


from and with: Jack Smith, Kodwo Eshun, Mike Kelley, John Corbett, Add l\l To (X), Douglas 
Crimp, Diedrich Diederichsen, Van Dyke Parks, Martin Saar, Steve Beard, Kate Davy, Terre 
Thaemlitz, Hamza Walker, Ultra Red, Juliane Rebentisch, Cybernetic Culture Research Unit, 
David Grubbs, Jerry Tartaglia, Edward George, Simon Frith, Ruth Sonderegger, Jason Evans, 
Matthias Haase, Anna Piva, Jim Hoberman, Trevor Mathison, Van M. Cagle, Lin Hixson, 
Association Of Autonomous Astronauts, u.v.a. 

Concept: Christoph Gurk 
symposia, partys, exhibitions, films 
25 . 9 .- 24 . 10.1999 
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epiphanies 

Mike Shallcross gets drunk on The Gun Club's fire spirit 


ent the fire ignited — 1984 or 
I 85 on a John Peel show It was as if the song didn't 
I know quite where to start, grit swirling aimlessly in a 
dust bowl. "Its doudy in the west, it looks like the rain ,* 


through the fumbling, masculine virtuosity i 
solo, but with the siren scale of the blues si 

a bad singer full of soul. Peel identified it as "Ghost On 


often the case. But what they lacked in polish, they 
compensated for in vision and daring. Fire Of Love is 
bluesy Dadaism thrashed out with amphetamine 


lie fliami is dark Country music, scripted 
by the tangled imagination of Flannery O’Connor. 

he lounge Metal of Las Vegas Story would 

released today. Granted, the shambolic Pharoah 
Sanders and Gershwin covers are ill-conceived, but 
Pierce's voice always cut through; haphazard in his 


so that guitarist Santiago could go to law school. For 

option. Doctors advised him to give it up to protect his 
failing health, but like the protagionist of the American 
folk song “John Henry”, he pledged to “keep hitting that 
hammer'til I die". 

I got to see Gun Club live just once, at Newcastle's 
Riverside in 1987. Luckily it was the great Gun Club 
line-up: Pierce’s bass-playing girlfriend Romi Mori, 
guitarist and co-founder Kid Congo (a future Bad 
Seed), and Clock DVA’s drummer Nick Sanderson. With 
this line-up Pierce cut Mother Juno, his masterwork. 

the raw Zeppelin guitar riffs 

ass ambience. Guthrie's influence is 
most heavily felt on "Breaking Hands”. Based on a 
dream Pierce had about Romi, who took the solos on 
the track despite finding the lyrics unbearably intense, it 
is a huge howl of pain, with the singer sounding weary 
and alone, a battered angel, hovering over a backdrop 
of slide guitar and oddly saccharine chimes. 

Like all flames, Jeffrey Lee scorched those close to 









from INCUS 


to the future . 

POST - IMPROVISATION 


On the phone: 

I'm practising. Of course. 

Me too. Of course. 

Listen Han, why don’t you record something, post it and I'll play with it, 
and I'll record something, post it and you play with that, 
and let’s see what we’ve got. 



PRE - IMPROVISATION 

JOSEPH HOLBROOKE ‘65 (rehearsal extract) 

A CD single (10 'A mins) of Joseph Holbrooke recorded in 1965 
DEREK BAILEY guitar GAVIN BRYARS bass TONY OXLEY drums 
The only issued recording by Joseph Holbrooke 


POST IMPROVISATION CDs are £12 or $20 each. JOSEPH HOLBROOKE CD single £6 or $10 
Available from: INCUS RECORDS : 14 DOWNS ROAD. LONDON E5 8DS. ENGLAND 



















